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NOTES ON THE REMISE 
 
re·mise   
 

The act of making a simple, direct, and immediate offensive action following 
the original action (attack or riposte), without withdrawing the arm. 

 
 

When to use it? 

• If the initial attack misses 
• If the defender parries without riposting, or 
• If the defender’s riposte is delayed, indirect, or compound. 

 

Applications in FOIL 

• Look for opponent to shift weight onto back leg with a parry that is too big, or held too long 
• Make a false counterattack to trick the opponent into making a big counter-time parry; then 

close distance with a remise.  (A high-risk action; distance is critical.) 
• Attack to draw a deep or held parry, then remise with a flèche. 
• The modern ‘remise’:  Attack to draw a big or held parry, then disengage and thrust as – or even 

before – you recover, effectively making a ‘stop thrust.’  On recovery, make a parry as a safety. 
• Note:  In foil, the remise should be used only after sufficient reconnaissance (“recon”) to 

ascertain the opponent’s tendencies. 
 

Applications in EPEE 

• Due to the lack of ‘right of way,’ there are more opportunities to score with the remise in epee. 
• Use when the opponent doesn’t react with proper defensive or counter-offensive actions – or 

simply doesn’t pull sufficient distance. 
• Use as a second intention action, with a flèche. 
• The remise is especially useful if one has exceptional “open eyes” cognitive abilities:  I.e., the 

ability to act spontaneously if you notice that the opponent does not react to your first 
intention/false attack, and/or does not control the distance. 

• Note:  In epee, careful reconnaissance is not as critical to the success of the remise as it is in foil, 
but it does help to identify opportunities to use the remise as a premeditated action in second 
intention, rather than simply an opportunistic action. 
 


